Granite Staters Continue To Support Legalized Gambling In NH 10/29/13 by Survey Center, UNH
THE GRANITE STATE POLL 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE SURVEY CENTER 
 
October 29, 2013 
 
GRANITE STATERS CONTINUE TO SUPPORT LEGALIZED GAMBLING IN NH 
 
By: Andrew E. Smith, Ph.D. 
 Zachary S. Azem, M.A. 




DURHAM, NH – New Hampshire residents continue to support opening a casino in the state as three in five say they support 
expanded gambling. These numbers are largely unchanged over the past year. 
 
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Poll,

 conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.  
Six hundred and three (603) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and cellular telephone 
between October 1 and October 7, 2013.  The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.0 percent. 
 
Support for a NH Casino 
 
Legalized casino gambling has been a hot political issue in New Hampshire for years, but there has always been enough 
opposition to block its passage.  The most recent gambling bill had the backing of Governor Maggie Hassan and the New 
Hampshire Senate, but was killed by the House in March.  In recent years, the New Hampshire public has grown more 
receptive to gambling and another casino bill will most likely be considered by the legislature next year. 
 
In the most recent Granite State Poll, New Hampshire adults were asked if they favor allowing a casino to open in the state.  
Three in five (59%) favor such a casino (39% strongly favor and 20% favor it somewhat), 33% oppose (23% strongly and 
10% somewhat), and 8% are neutral or unsure.  The UNH Survey Center has been asking questions about gambling for 
several organizations in recent years and results are displayed in the chart below.  Support for legalizing casino gambling has 
been consistent in over the past year. Because this has been such a visible issue in recent years, less than 10% are neutral on 
this issue. 
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Favor Neutral/Don't Know Oppose
Support for Casino in New Hampshire 
Nov. '09 Feb. '13 Apr. '13 Oct. '13
 
Support for a NH Casino In Response to Massachusetts Casinos 
 
Introducing the idea that Massachusetts will soon open casinos does little to change attitudes toward legalizing gambling. 
When it is mentioned that Massachusetts will be opening three casinos in the next several years, which could lead to lost 
state revenue and jobs, three in five (60%) favor legalizing casino gambling in New Hampshire, 33% oppose and 8% are 
neutral or unsure.  
 
Residents of all political affiliations and ideologies favor legalizing casinos in response to Massachusetts plans of opening 
casinos in the Bay State. Young people are more likely to support legalization while older people, North Country residents, 














Legalize Casino Gambling in NH in Response to Massachusetts Casinos 
Legalize Neutral/Don't Know Don't Legalize
Granite State Poll Methodology 
 
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Poll, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.  Six 
hundred and three (603) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed by landline and cellular telephone 
between October 1 and October 7, 2013.  The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.0 percent. 
 
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households, respondent sex, and 
region of the state.  In addition to potential sampling error, all surveys have other potential sources of non-sampling error 
including question order effects, question wording effects, and non-response. 
 
In Nov ’09 and Feb ’13: “As you may know, the legislature is considering expanding legal gambling in New Hampshire 
beyond the lottery, racetracks, and charitable poker games.  There has not been any decision made about what specific type 
of gambling could be legalized, if any.  In general, do you support or oppose expanding legalized gambling in New 
Hampshire beyond the types that are currently legal?” 
 
“This year, the New Hampshire legislature deliberated on a bill that would legalize casino gambling in New Hampshire. (In 
April ‘13: And as you may know, the State Senate has passed a bill that would allow one casino with 150 table games and 
five thousand slot machines.)  Supporters of this bill say that it will bring jobs and revenue to the state while opponents say 
that it will increase crime and increase need for social services.  What about you … do you favor allowing a casino to open in 
New Hampshire?”  “Is that strongly or just somewhat?” 
 
  Nov. ’09 Feb ’13 Apr. ’13 Oct. ‘13 
 Strongly Favor 25% 39% 44% 39% 
 Favor Somewhat 24% 23% 19% 20% 
 Neutral 11% 3% 6% 7% 
 Oppose Somewhat 10% 10% 7% 10% 
 Strongly Oppose 26% 22% 23% 23% 
 Don’t Know 3% 3% 1% 1% 
 (N=) (502) (579) (506) (602) 
 
 
“Massachusetts is in the process of licensing three casinos that will open in the next several years. Supporters of a casino 
here in New Hampshire say these facilities may cause the state to lose nearly $50 million in existing state budget revenue and 
draw money and jobs over the border to help the Massachusetts state budget and local economy. Casino opponents in New 
Hampshire do not want a casino here for they want to keep the majority of the social costs in Massachusetts.” 
“What about you … do you think New Hampshire should legalize or not legalize casino gambling even with Massachusetts 
already moving forward?” 
 
  Oct. ’13 
 Legalize 60% 
 Don’t Legalize 33% 
 Neutral/No Opinion 6% 
 Don’t Know 2% 





Support/Oppose A Casino in New Hampshire? 
 
 Strongly Somewhat  Somewhat Strongly Don’t 
 Favor Favor Neutral Oppose Oppose Know (N) 
STATEWIDE 39% 20% 7% 10% 23% 1% 602  
 
Registered Democrat 40% 21% 6% 11% 22% 0% 124  
Registered Undeclared 41% 17% 6% 12% 23% 1% 256  
Registered Republican 33% 26% 7% 8% 25% 0% 137  
 
Democrat 42% 20% 5% 13% 19% 1% 237  
Independent 42% 14% 8% 9% 25% 2% 149  
Republican 35% 23% 6% 7% 28% 1% 198  
 
Liberal 37% 20% 9% 9% 24% 1% 117  
Moderate 41% 19% 7% 12% 20% 1% 255  
Conservative 38% 22% 3% 9% 28% 0% 181  
 
Support Tea Party 29% 20% 10% 9% 33% 0% 127  
Neutral 53% 16% 7% 9% 16% 0% 187  
Oppose Tea Party 34% 21% 6% 12% 25% 1% 236  
 
Gun Owner in HH 45% 18% 8% 9% 20% 0% 240  
No Gun Owner in HH 37% 21% 6% 11% 23% 1% 335  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 39% 22% 6% 8% 25% 0% 233  
Obama/Biden Voter 38% 22% 6% 13% 20% 0% 240  
Other 36% 7% 4% 1% 44% 7% 31  
Did Not Vote in 2012 51% 7% 15% 9% 18% 0% 70  
 
Union household 40% 26% 8% 15% 12% 0% 78  
Non-union 40% 19% 7% 9% 25% 0% 517  
 
Read Union Leader 43% 18% 4% 11% 24% 0% 148  
Read Boston Globe 31% 28% 7% 11% 22% 1% 75  
Watch WMUR 46% 19% 6% 10% 20% 0% 326  
Listen to NHPR 34% 23% 6% 11% 25% 1% 203  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 32% 25% 9% 9% 24% 1% 91  
11 to 20 years 32% 22% 11% 12% 21% 2% 135  
More than 20 years 44% 18% 5% 9% 24% 0% 365  
 
18 to 34 48% 19% 10% 7% 14% 2% 138  
35 to 49 39% 24% 3% 9% 25% 1% 178  
50 to 64 40% 14% 10% 11% 24% 1% 161  
65 and over 30% 23% 3% 13% 31% 0% 102  
 
Male 41% 22% 6% 10% 21% 0% 296  
Female 38% 17% 9% 10% 25% 1% 306  
 
High school or less 47% 17% 10% 8% 16% 3% 127  
Some college 48% 16% 5% 8% 23% 0% 156  
College graduate 37% 20% 8% 10% 25% 0% 198  
Post-graduate 25% 25% 6% 16% 27% 1% 118  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 34% 12% 5% 14% 34% 0% 129  
1-2 times a month 33% 17% 9% 11% 26% 4% 58  
Less often 42% 26% 7% 6% 19% 0% 171  
Never 43% 21% 5% 11% 19% 1% 217  
 
North Country 26% 23% 2% 14% 36% 0% 43  
Central / Lakes 50% 16% 7% 8% 18% 0% 88  
Connecticut Valley 36% 19% 8% 12% 25% 0% 97  
Mass Border 39% 19% 8% 8% 23% 1% 174  
Seacoast 32% 20% 12% 12% 21% 2% 93  
Manchester Area 46% 22% 3% 8% 22% 0% 105  
 
First Cong. Dist 39% 21% 7% 9% 22% 1% 294  
Second Cong. Dist 39% 19% 7% 11% 24% 0% 300  
 
  
Legalize Casino Gambling in NH with Massachusetts Opening Casinos? 
 
  Neutral/ Don’t Don’t 
 Legalize No Opinion Legalize Know (N) 
STATEWIDE 60% 6% 33% 2% 603  
 
Registered Democrat 62% 3% 33% 3% 124  
Registered Undeclared 56% 8% 32% 3% 256  
Registered Republican 59% 3% 36% 1% 138  
 
Democrat 64% 3% 31% 2% 238  
Independent 57% 8% 32% 2% 149  
Republican 58% 4% 35% 2% 198  
 
Liberal 57% 4% 35% 5% 117  
Moderate 63% 7% 29% 2% 256  
Conservative 60% 2% 37% 1% 181  
 
Support Tea Party 46% 7% 45% 2% 127  
Neutral 70% 5% 24% 1% 187  
Oppose Tea Party 57% 6% 35% 3% 237  
 
Gun Owner in HH 64% 7% 27% 2% 240  
No Gun Owner in HH 59% 4% 34% 2% 336  
 
Romney/Ryan Voter 60% 5% 32% 3% 233  
Obama/Biden Voter 60% 5% 32% 2% 241  
Other 48% 4% 48% 0% 31  
Did Not Vote in 2012 65% 6% 28% 1% 70  
 
Union household 65% 9% 24% 2% 80  
Non-union 59% 5% 34% 2% 517  
 
Read Union Leader 64% 5% 30% 1% 148  
Read Boston Globe 59% 6% 32% 3% 75  
Watch WMUR 66% 4% 29% 1% 327  
Listen to NHPR 58% 5% 34% 4% 204  
 
10 yrs or less in NH 60% 5% 32% 3% 91  
11 to 20 years 58% 8% 33% 2% 135  
More than 20 years 61% 5% 32% 2% 367  
 
18 to 34 74% 3% 21% 1% 139  
35 to 49 60% 4% 35% 1% 178  
50 to 64 58% 10% 29% 2% 161  
65 and over 45% 5% 46% 4% 102  
 
Male 62% 6% 30% 2% 297  
Female 57% 5% 35% 2% 306  
 
High school or less 63% 9% 27% 1% 127  
Some college 67% 2% 31% 1% 156  
College graduate 57% 7% 32% 3% 200  
Post-graduate 51% 4% 42% 3% 118  
 
Attend services 1 or more/week 45% 3% 47% 4% 129  
1-2 times a month 55% 4% 41% 0% 58  
Less often 68% 4% 26% 2% 171  
Never 65% 7% 27% 2% 219  
 
North Country 45% 2% 47% 6% 43  
Central / Lakes 63% 7% 28% 2% 90  
Connecticut Valley 51% 8% 39% 2% 97  
Mass Border 60% 6% 32% 2% 174  
Seacoast 64% 5% 30% 0% 93  
Manchester Area 66% 4% 28% 1% 105  
 
First Cong. Dist 63% 5% 30% 2% 294  
Second Cong. Dist 56% 7% 35% 2% 301  
 
